A contribution to the special discussion on YAG laser irradiation of superficial bladder cancer.
In a randomized prospective study on YAG-laser irradiation versus TUR in the treatment of superficial bladder tumors 38% of the patients in the TUR group had local tumor recurrence in treated area within two years compared to non in the laser group. There was no difference between the groups in regard to new occurrence of tumors in remote areas. The rationale of these results are discussed and a plea is made for specification between true recurrences in treated area and new occurrence of tumors in remote areas when evaluating patients treated with laser.